
АBSTRAKT

The article describes the process of creating a single educational space in Europe, the general 
characteristics of the European credit system of education. The advantages and disadvantages 

of the credit system of education are revealed. The principles of the European Credit system of 
education are considered. The process of assessing the quality of knowledge is studied.
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АННОТАЦИЯ

В статье представлено описание процесса создания единого образовательного простран-
ства Европы, дана общая характеристика Европейской кредитной системы образова-

ния. Выявлены преимущества и недостатки кредитной системы образования, рассмотрены 
принципы Европейской кредитной системы образования. Исследован процесс оценки ка-
чества знаний.
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Introduction. Most credit systems were 
developed and began to be introduced at some 
stage of socio-economic development of the 
countries. Its main feature – the existence and 
the deep penetration of market relations in all 
areas of public life. Such systems are widely 
used and have become an indispensable tool 
in market national models of education. So 
advantages, disadvantages and prospects for 
the development of credit systems aimed at 
the accumulation of educational credits, are 
objective due to market character education. 
Selecting one of the credit system as a model 
for borrowing, as well as development of a na-
tional credit system, requires a special study.

Extremely important aspect is the interna-
tional recognition of qualifications. This kind of 
qualification improves mobility, thus facilitat-
ing the transition from education to the top of a 
career or further professional growth anywhere 
in the world. In Europe, a number of tools de-
signed to ensure the relevance and recognition 
of qualifications in any country of the world.

The European system of accumulation and 
transfer of credits (ECTS) has been introduced 
to ensure recognition of study periods abroad 
and, consequently, improve the quality and 
scale of student mobility in Europe. Recently 
ECTS becomes a system of accumulation and 
increasingly recognized standard for national 
credit systems.

These provisions define the particular rel-
evance of the chosen research topic.

Main part. The object of research is the 
European credit system of education. The sub-
ject of research is principles of the European 
credit system of education. The purpose of this 
work is to study the European credit system of 
education.

To achieve this goal we have been set and 
solved the following tasks: description of the 
process of creating a single European educa-
tional space; representation of the general 
characteristics of the European credit system 
of education; identify the advantages and dis-
advantages of the credit system of education; 
study of principles of the European Credit ed-
ucational system; study of the evaluation pro-
cess of the quality of knowledge.

The content of these tasks defines the con-
tent and logic of this work.

The main research methods were selected 
analytic, descriptive and comparative bench-
marking methods. 

University education in Europe is identi-
fied in three different systems: the Anglo-Sax-
on, French, Spanish and German and Italian 
systems. However, some of the common values 
of the new century are universal to all Europe-
an universities: 

− freedom of research and teaching as a 
fundamental principle of the existence of the 
University; 

− research and teaching as a non-break-
ing levels of university education; 

− University contributions to the sus-
tainable development of society as the most 
important activity of the University; 

− strengthening the responsibility of na-
tional governments for higher education as a 
priority of their work [7]. 

After the destruction of the Soviet Union 
the transition from a bipolar world to a mo-
nopolar lead to an increase in US hegemony. 
Because the future of world order is predeter-
mined, mainly education counterweight could 
be only the creation of a single European edu-
cational space. 

Consider the basic stages of the process: 
1) 1988 – signing of the Magna Carta Uni-

versitatum; 
2) 1997 – adoption of the Lisbon Conven-

tion; 
3) 1999 – the signing of the Bologna Dec-

laration.  
It should be noted that the trend towards 

mass higher education systems in developed 
countries is due to the desire of these coun-
tries to gain a foothold in the global market. 
Previously, it was believed that the admission 
to higher education for more than 20% of high 
school graduates will stimulate the growth of 
mediocrity. Now this opinion has changed - 
the developed countries have dramatically in-
creased the contingent of admission to univer-
sities. 

According to the classification Trow in 
training up to 15% of young people aged 16-
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24 years in the universities can talk about elite 
education. If this number exceeds this limit, it 
is necessary to speak about mass higher edu-
cation is higher than the general higher edu-
cation [5]. 

ECTS system contributes to the goals of 
the Bologna process, facilitating interpretation 
and comparison of training programs for local 
and foreign students, as well as promoting the 
mobility and academic recognition.

Non-recognition and lack of capacity as-
sessment of qualifications are now a global 
problem. The Diploma Supplement (DS) – is 
a document attached to a higher education di-
ploma and provides a standardized description 
of the nature, level, context, content and sta-
tus of the training course successfully passed 
graduate. The Diploma Supplement provides 
the necessary transparency and facilitates ac-
ademic and professional recognition of qual-
ifications (diplomas, degrees and certificates) 
[4].

DS offers students: diploma, more read-
able and easily comparable abroad; a precise 
description of their academic career and skills 
acquired during the training period; objec-
tive interpretation of their achievements and 
competencies; easier access to work or further 
training abroad; more job opportunities [8].

The European Charter for Mobility – a 
guide for those who move to other countries 
for the purpose of formal and informal learn-
ing. It is intended for students, trainees, vol-
unteers, teachers and trainers who want to 
improve their skills. The Charter consists of 
10 principles to be applied on a voluntary and 
flexible basis.

The European Qualifications Framework 
for lifelong learning (EQF) should become in-
terlink all national qualification systems in the 
EU. This will simplify the interpretation and 
translation of qualifications, as well as en-
able citizens to easily move from one country 
to another for work or study. Over time, the 
EQF will apply to all types of qualifications ob-
tained after the end of compulsory education. 
The core of EQF – eight reference levels, based 
not on the original data on training (course 
duration, type of institution) but rather on 

its results (what knowledge the student has  
acquired).

Network ENIC (European network of in-
formation centers for the academic recogni-
tion and mobility) provides information on: 

− recognition of foreign diplomas, de-
grees and other qualifications; 

− educational systems in other coun-
tries, as well as in the country ENIC;

− possibilities of studying abroad, in-
cluding information on loans and scholarships;

− recommendations on practical issues 
related to mobility and equivalence.

The network NARIC (National Academic 
Recognition Information Centres) is designed 
to improve the academic recognition of diplo-
mas and periods of study in the EU Member 
States and the European Economic Area [9, p. 
265].

The specific advantages of ECTS should 
be attributed above all its flexibility. Each stu-
dent chooses his own path of accumulation of 
the required number of credits, and therefore 
the system allows you to effectively implement 
the concept of individualization of the learning 
process. However, the advantage of ECTS is not 
only providing individual training schedule, 
taking into account the needs of the student, 
but also the ability to create personal training 
time. A student on his own initiative sets the 
pace or speed of moving forward according to 
personal abilities and interests. This allows 
you to acquire the appropriate training pro-
gram earlier or later than the scheduled dates. 

To the main disadvantages of credit sys-
tems should include the weakened role of pub-
lic authorities in the management of education 
regarding the impact on the course of imple-
mentation of the credit system and, conse-
quently, a possible departure from the profes-
sion of the philosophy of education, according 
to which the main responsibility for education 
lies with the state. 

European educational space in the com-
petition opposes itself to the US and rapidly 
developing eastern formations, resulting in 
a developed and put into action the Bologna 
process. For more than fifteen years, the Eu-
ropean educational community lives under the 
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sign of the Bologna Process. It is based on the 
commonality of principles of operation, which 
include: 

− a two-level learning process: Bachelor 
(3-4 years) and Master (1-2 years); 

− credit-modular system of educational 
process; 

− student mobility between universities 
in different countries and between universities 
in one country; 

− training throughout life; 
− ensuring the quality of education and 

the establishment of universally accepted cri-
teria and methodologies for its assessment; 

− the student must be trained to find a 
job in the existing labor market; 

− the university becomes a mediator be-
tween the employer, society and the student. 

Let us consider in more detail some of 
the principles of the Bologna process. In Eu-
rope (throughout the EU) student mobility is 
more than 750 thousand people a year. That 
number is now three to four times higher than 
the number, for example, the Italian army, is 
growing by entering new countries in Eastern 
Europe, the uneven distribution of production 
capacity, a decrease in average prices for edu-
cation and many other factors. 

Credit-modular system is based on two el-
ements. Credit – a measure of the magnitude 
of the complexity of the discipline, a kind of 
«euro» in the education of the student (by 
analogy with the familiar to the Russian edu-
cation system by measuring the labor intensity 
in academic hours). In order to learning out-
comes were comparable, they must be evaluat-
ed in the framework of a general system. The 
second component of credit-modular system - 
a module - a part of the educational program 
or academic discipline, has a certain logical 
completeness in relation to the purposes and 
results of training [10]. 

It should be noted recorded in the first 
lines of the Charter – Universities serve the 
whole society, as one of their main tasks in the 
new stage of the global educational and eco-
nomic system. Is precisely this proposition 
demonstrates the transformation of universi-
ties from elite schools for the ruling classes in 

the establishment of the mass available for the 
majority of the population. Noteworthy is also 
a «green» the Charter stresses the need to re-
spect the great harmony of nature. 

Only respect for national traditions and 
characteristics of the future of Europe opens 
up for everyone, «Europe of knowledge» be-
comes a guarantor of such moving forward. It 
can be argued that the loss of someone seem-
ingly insignificant elements of national culture 
is irreplaceable and the importance is not infe-
rior to the loss of genetic branches of the dis-
appearance of the species in the wild. 

Magna universities became not only a dec-
laration of objectives and the need for the de-
mocratization of university life, but also for 
the first time introduced the basic concepts of 
higher education, gave mechanisms for imple-
menting the proposed approaches. Its provi-
sions are the basis for improvement of nation-
al legislation in many countries and led to the 
development of a significant number of inter-
national instruments in the field of recognition 
of education and protect the rights of members 
of the academic community in the higher edu-
cational institutions [6]. 

According to the standard quality of as-
sessment is carried out at a rate of structure. 
The main criterion for identifying the rela-
tionship between the national systems of as-
sessment is the comparative evaluation of the 
quality factor of the two systems of education. 
If it is less than unity, then this means that 
the «pass rate» in the host country above. If 
equal to one, the «passing grades» countries 
are equal [2]. If more than one, then the «pass 
mark» of the host country is below [3]. 

Credit Weight (credit assessment capacity) 
discipline shows her the complexity and depth 
of study. As a rule, credit the weight of disci-
plines coordinates only within one specialty 
(direction) of a particular university (faculty). 
Such local determination may be ineffective. 
For example, a study of discipline «Theory of 
formal languages» (TFYA) in Linguistic Uni-
versity students may require substantially 
more costs than in a technical college, where 
there is enhanced mathematical training. As a 
result, the number of credits for TFYA in lin-
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guistic high school will be given more than a 
technical. 

Lending weight subjects for the entire ter-
ritory of the educational space can be agreed 
only centralized way. An effective mechanism 
for resolving the problem may be the original 
definition of the base credit balance at the lev-
el of state educational standards (GOS), and 
comparison of each region, university, faculty, 
specialty, or even the teacher of certain factors 
that change the basis weight. 

Credit system can be used as a mecha-
nism of formation and mediated display needs 
of production and services. For this purpose 
you must monitor and identify the needs for 
expertise, their qualifications and characteris-
tics to perform the modification of the credit 
matrix coefficients. The Russian and foreign 
publications sometimes focuses on the need 
for competence-based approach in calculating 
the complexity of educational work according 
to the acquired knowledge, skills vaccinated, 
to develop the skills needed in the future pro-
fessional activity. 

The most important characteristics of 
credit-funded higher education system – aca-
demic performance – have two parameters: a 
quantitative and qualitative. Quantitative pa-
rameters of education loans are determined, 
and the quality is determined by the estimates. 
However, credit-funded higher education sys-
tem only has her has another new parameter 
education - setting competencies.

Conclusions. The Lisbon Convention on 
the Recognition of Qualifications concerning 
Higher Education in the European Region, 
initiated the formation of a European educa-
tional space. 

If the «world educational space» - the con-
cept is very abstract (indeed, each national 
system can be regarded as part of the latter), 

the term «European educational space» (after 
the adoption of the Magna Carta, the Lisbon 
Convention and, in particular, of the Bologna 
Declaration) has acquired quite specific fea-
tures. 

Credit-modular system is based on two el-
ements: credit - is a measure of the value of the 
complexity of discipline, a kind of «euro» in 
the education of the student (by analogy with 
the measurement of labor input in academ-
ic hours). In order to learning outcomes were 
comparable, they must be evaluated in the 
framework of a general system. When calcu-
lating the complexity of the main educational 
programs of higher professional education in 
credit units are taken into account: 

− one credit unit corresponds to 36 ac-
ademic hours total workload duration of 45 
minutes (or 27 astronomical hours); 

− maximum volume student workload 
per week is 54 academic hours (1.5 credits); 

− calculation of labor input the discipline 
in credit units made on the basis of its division 
of labor input in academic hours 36 rounded 
to 0.5 by the established rules; 

− one week of practice expressed 1.5 
credits; 

− one semester exam expressed one 
credits (three days training and one day of the 
exam). 

Credit units receive only those students 
who have successfully passed the final exam-
ination for the discipline (credit or examina-
tion). If student heard the course, but could 
not pass the final inspection in the prescribed 
form, it does not get credits for this discipline. 

The second component of credit-modular 
system - a module - a part of the educational 
program or academic discipline, has a certain 
logical completeness in relation to the purpos-
es and results of training.
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